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Name of Panel:  The Imminent Threat of a Constitutional Convention 

Date | Time | Location:  September 26, 2023 | 2:30 p.m. EDT| Virtual 

Description: 

Join ACS, the Center for Media and Democracy, and Common Cause for a conversation about the 

lurking dangers of a constitutional convention. The Far Right is waging a dangerous, dark money 

campaign to force a constitutional convention that could radically rewrite the U.S. Constitution 

and severely hamper the federal government’s ability to address some of today’s most pressing 

problems. California Governor Gavin Newsom’s recent pursuit of a constitutional convention to 

specifically address gun violence could inadvertently advance those efforts. Panelists will consider 

the threats the Far Right’s strategy poses to our foundational governing institutions and the hard-

won progress America has achieved in our pursuit of a truly pluralistic, multiracial democracy. 

Agenda:   2:30 to 3:30 p.m. (1 hour of CLE) 

· Introduction (5 min)  

· Speakers’ Presentations (20 min)  

· Panel Discussion (15 min)  

· Q&A (15 min)  

· Conclusion (5 min)  

Panelists: 

Russ Feingold, ACS President, co-author of The Constitution in Jeopardy  

   

Nancy MacLean, William H. Chafe Distinguished Professor of History and Public Policy, Duke 

University, author of Democracy in Chains 

   

Jonathan Mehta Stein, Executive Director, California Common Cause  

   

Arn Pearson, Center for Media and Democracy Executive Director, moderator 
 

Materials: 

Russ Feingold, Warning: A “Convention of States” Is Practicing to Rewrite the Constitution, THE 

NATION (July 14, 2023).    

  

Nonpartisan Group Blasts Gov. Newsom’s Plan to Rewrite Constitution, CALIFORNIA COMMON CAUSE 

(Aug. 23, 2023).   

  

Arn Bearson & Juliana Broad, ALEC Is Using Wolf-PAC to Help the Right Rewrite the Constitution, 

THE CENTER FOR MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY (May 23, 2023).   

  

https://www.acslaw.org/person/russ-feingold/
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/russ-feingold/the-constitution-in-jeopardy/9781541701526/?lens=publicaffairs
https://scholars.duke.edu/person/nancy.maclean
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/533763/democracy-in-chains-by-nancy-maclean/
https://www.commoncause.org/people/jonathan-mehta-stein/
https://www.prwatch.org/users/35501/arn-pearson
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/convention-states-constitution/
https://www.commoncause.org/california/press-release/nonpartisan-group-blasts-gov-newsoms-plan-to-rewrite-constitution/
https://www.exposedbycmd.org/2023/05/23/alec-is-using-wolf-pac-to-help-the-right-rewrite-the-constitution/
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Nancy MacLean, Enchaining Democracy: The Now-Transnational Project of the US Corporate 

Libertarian Right in The Condition of Democracy, 19-36 (2021).   

   

David Super, A New Constitutional Convention Would Be the Death of Progress, NEWSWEEK (Aug. 8, 

2023).  

  

Michael R. Blood, California’s Newsom pushes constitutional amendment to tighten gun access amid 2024 

campaign, Associated Press (June 8, 2023).     

 

Walter E. Dellinger, The Recurring Question of the "Limited" Constitutional Convention, 88 YALE L.J. 

1623 (1979).   

  

https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MacLean-The-Now-Transnational-Koch-Project-.pdf
https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MacLean-The-Now-Transnational-Koch-Project-.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/new-constitutional-convention-would-death-progress-opinion-1818107
https://apnews.com/article/california-governor-newsom-constitutional-amendment-guns-6895729e1c3ebee7075e28d04c500063
https://apnews.com/article/california-governor-newsom-constitutional-amendment-guns-6895729e1c3ebee7075e28d04c500063
https://openyls.law.yale.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.13051/15911/72_88YaleLJ1623_July1979_.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y

