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NAME OF EVENT: Merrill v. Milligan: The Latest Threat to the Voting Rights Act 

DATE | TIME | LOCATION: September 29, 2022 | 12:00PM–1:15PM | Jenner & Block, 1099 New 

York Avenue, NW #900, Washington, DC 20001 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

The Alabama state legislature has consistently denied Black Alabamians the right to elect 

candidates of their choice. The state’s only majority-Black district was only first created in 1992, 

following a successful legal challenge under Section 2 of the Voting Right Act. On October 4, the 

Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in Merrill v. Milligan, a redistricting case out of Alabama 

that will allow the Court, which has already substantially weakened the VRA over the past decade, 

to revisit and potentially further curtail the protections of Section 2 amid growing threats to our 

democracy.   

How will the outcome of this case impact the future of political representation for marginalized 

communities, majority-minority districts, and litigation seeking redress of voting rights 

violations?  What tools do courts have to rectify the dilution of Black voters’ electoral power, and 

other marginalized groups’ power, and what tools should they have to address this problem?  

SPEAKERS’ NAMES AND BIOS:  

· Pema Levy, Reporter, Mother Jones (moderator) 

· Bradley E. Heard, Deputy Legal Director for Voting, Southern Poverty Law Center 

· Evan Milligan, Executive Director, Alabama Forward, and named respondent in Merrill v. 

Milligan 

· Samantha Kelty, Attorney, Native American Rights Fund 

· Bertrall Ross, Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished Professor of Law and Director of the 

Karsh Center for Law and Democracy, University of Virginia School of Law 

AGENDA OF PROGRAM:  

· Introduction (5 mins) 

· Moderated Discussion/Presentations (60 mins) 

· Q&A (10 min) 

READING MATERIALS:    

Merrill v. Milligan, 142 S.Ct. 879 (2022) (Mem.). 

Brief for Appellants, Merrill v. Milligan, No.21-1086 & No.21-1087 (Apr. 25, 2022). 

Brief for Caster Respondents, Merrill v. Milligan, No.21-1086 & No.21-1087 (Apr. 25, 2022). 

https://www.motherjones.com/author/pema-levy/
https://www.splcenter.org/about/staff/bradley-e-heard
https://www.linkedin.com/in/evan-milligan-16873526
https://www.narf.org/profiles/samantha-kelty/
https://www.law.virginia.edu/faculty/profile/syr7hw/2917537
file:///C:/Users/MichelleJuma/Downloads/Merrill%20v%20Milligan.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1086/221827/20220425152045101_Milligan%20-%20Merits%20Br%20FINAL%204-25.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1086/229762/20220711135711406_2022-07-11%20Caster%20Merits%20Brief%20Final.pdf
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Brief for Milligan Appellees, Merrill v. Milligan, No.21-1086 (Apr. 25, 2022). 

Brief for Amici Curiae the Southern Poverty Law Ctr. et al., Merrill v. Milligan, No.21-1086 & 

No.21-1087 (July 18, 2022). 

Dahlia Lithwick, The Supreme Court Wants You to Believe Voting Rights Are Too Complicated. They're 

Not., SLATE (Feb. 15, 2022).  

Ian Millhiser, The Supreme Court's Newest Attack on Voting Rights, Explained, VOX (Feb. 8, 2022).  

Caleb Symons, New Map Doesn't Violate Black Voters' Rights, Ala. Says, LAW360 (Aug. 25, 2022).  

Jenner & Block COVID-19 Protocols 

Jenner & Block is pleased to be able to have you in our offices! 

Per Jenner & Block’s Health and Safety Policies, all visitors to the office must provide an attestation 

that they are either fully vaccinated or will take a COVID-19 PCR test prior to entering our 

premises. Visitors who cannot attest to being fully vaccinated or having a negative PCR test result 

will be asked to take a rapid COVID-19 test at our facility’s point of entry, which may take up to 30 

minutes to complete. 

PLEASE ACCESS THE VISITOR ATTESTATION FORM BY CLICKING HERE. WE ASK 

THAT YOU PROVIDE YOUR RESPONSE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1086/229773/20220711132550198_2022.07.11%20Milligan%20Br.%20for%20Appellees_A.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1086/230270/20220718152825393_21-1086%2021-1087%20Merril%20v%20Milligan%20Amici%20Curiae%20Brief%20in%20Support%20of%20Affirmance.pdf
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2022/02/merrill-v-milligan-section-2-voting-rights-act-racial-redistricting-supreme-court.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2022/02/merrill-v-milligan-section-2-voting-rights-act-racial-redistricting-supreme-court.html
https://www.vox.com/authors/ian-millhiser
https://www.vox.com/2022/2/8/22922774/supreme-court-merrill-milligan-alabama-brett-kavanaugh-racial-gerrymandering-voting-rights-act
https://www.law360.com/articles/1524388/new-map-doesn-t-violate-black-voters-rights-ala-says
https://jennerblockex.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_egGhyKB5leDqXzg

