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NAME OF EVENT: Saving Democracy  

DATE | TIME | LOCATION: December 2:00pm-3:15pm EST | |Online 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

This month President Biden will convene the Summit for Democracy, which will bring together 

global leaders to set forth an affirmative agenda for democratic renewal and tackle some of the 

greatest threats faced by democracies today. This convening is happening against the backdrop of 

significant democratic decline both at home and abroad, where longstanding democratic norms 

related to good governance, judicial independence, and transition of power are being challenged 

by leaders with authoritarian tendencies. In the United States these trends are particularly 

troubling with experts arguing that the degree of democratic erosion we are currently seeing, 

particularly as it relates to electoral integrity and anticorruption, is customarily assigned to fragile 

corners of the globe rather than established democracies. In an era where waves of false and 

misleading information are sowing doubt in the inherent value of democratic governance, what 

can be done to stem the tide of democratic erosion? And what can we learn from other countries 

who have faced similar threats? 

SPEAKERS’ NAMES AND BIOS:  

· Ashutosh Bhagwat, Boochever and Bird Endowed Chair for the Study and Teaching of 

Freedom and Equality and Martin Luther King Jr. Professor of Law, University of California 

Davis School of Law 

· Aziz Huq, Frank and Bernice J. Greenberg Professor of Law, University of Chicago Law School 

· Sarah Repucci, Vice President of Research & Analysis, Freedom House 

· Kim Lane Scheppele, Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of Sociology and International Affairs, 

Princeton University School of Public and International Affairs. 

AGENDA OF PROGRAM: 

· Introduction (5 mins) 

· Speaker Presentations and Moderated Conversation (55 mins) 

· Q&A (15 min) 

READING MATERIALS:    

Ashutosh Bhagwat, The Democratic First Amendment, 110 NW. U. L. REV. 1097 (2016). 

 

Aziz Huq, Democratic Erosion and the Courts: Comparative Perspectives, 93 N.Y.U. L. REV. ONLINE 21 

(2018). 

Aziz Huq & Tom Ginsburg, How to Lose a Constitutional Democracy, 65 UCLA L. REV. 78 (2018). 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjenner.com%2Fpeople%2FAMBKeithHarper&data=04%7C01%7CCDurocher%40acslaw.org%7C8aa66eb0541d4e9c529d08d972e4e187%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637667151027409086%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=zMNN1wrhHvbr1BM%2Bd0ekU%2F6EdZ13IZMH1vYVMwhlvc0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.msu.edu%2Ffaculty_staff%2Fprofile.php%3Fprof%3D494&data=04%7C01%7CCDurocher%40acslaw.org%7C8aa66eb0541d4e9c529d08d972e4e187%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637667151027389170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=kWwZv%2FVYU6GtnS%2BtJolMNg58Pcsy2aHpLZLqVbt%2BXt8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flakotalaw.org%2Fabout&data=04%7C01%7CCDurocher%40acslaw.org%7C8aa66eb0541d4e9c529d08d972e4e187%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637667151027389170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=0kYJC1sVQpzwv0wMtLedqkNsw7beQTLcuuSWUql7T24%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaw.stanford.edu%2Fdirectory%2Felizabeth-reese%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCDurocher%40acslaw.org%7C8aa66eb0541d4e9c529d08d972e4e187%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637667151027399130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=g%2BqFj7EWyy%2F88ELdNa%2Bshhlzc8%2FWCXf6MJdcvsZ9Xys%3D&reserved=0
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2676306
https://www.nyulawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NYULawReviewOnline-93-Huq.pdf
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=13666&context=journal_articles
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SARAH REPUCCI & AMY SLIPOWITZ, FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2021: DEMOCRACY UNDER SIEGE (2021). 

Kim Lane Scheppele & David Pozen, Executive Overreach, in Pandemics and Otherwise, 114 AM. J. 

INT’L L. 608 (2020). 

Kim Lane Scheppele & Laurent Pech, Illiberalism Within: Rule of Law Backsliding in the EU, 19 

CAMBRIDGE YEARBOOK OF EURO. L. STUD. 3 (2017). 

Kim Lane Scheppele, The Rise of Authoritarian Democracies, VITAL INTERESTS (Mar. 12, 2020). 

https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/FIW2021_World_02252021_FINAL-web-upload.pdf
https://deliverypdf.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=316105111106006108004118098099028094097057069013079039085084069107104005122069084075054034098101102014042109117094067111108099037027053089084024113076086071115098037033035090070083029027012075022073030020111030119079066019023115004008094072123082007&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE
https://deliverypdf.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=361095067121089002071087023005002123098078055012042006031079073011117104024113111087045052103009119007115097112019013021074003109011088034000028079103007075067065033052036118076025009086100111096121123004104121001028004092073087064116067116097082031&EXT=pdf&INDEX=TRUE
https://www.centeronnationalsecurity.org/vital-interests-issue-22-kim-lane-scheppele

