
NAME OF EVENT:  ACS Bay Area: COVID in Custody  

DATE | TIME | LOCATION: January 12, 2021 | 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. PST |Online 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Join the ACS Bay Area Lawyer Chapter for a discussion about the 

devastating toll the pandemic has had on people in prisons, jails, and ICE detention centers. 

You will hear from lawyers from a wide range of disciplines discuss the horrific impact of 

COVID-19 on those in detention, and learn what lawyers are doing to change these conditions. 

 

SPEAKERS’ NAMES AND BIOS:  

Jessie Agatstein, Appellate Attorney, Federal Defenders of San Diego 

 

Bree Bernwanger, Senior Attorney, Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco 

Bay Area 

 

Michael W. Bien, Co-Founding Partner, Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP 

 

Danielle Harris, Managing Attorney, Integrity Unit, San Francisco Public Defender 

 

AGENDA OF PROGRAM:   

 

5 minutes introduction 

 40 minutes speaker presentations and moderated conversation 

 15 minutes Q&A 

    

MATERIALS FOR CALL:    

Roni Caryn Rabin, Prisons Are Covid-19 Hotbeds. When Should Inmates Get the Vaccine?, The 

New York Times (November 30, 2020).  

Lee Romnet, Could California’s Psych Hospitals be Ordered to Admit Inmates with COVID?, 

Cal Matters (November 18, 2020).  

Su Ming Yeh, Incarcerated or Detained in the COVID Era, Law.com (September 18, 2020).  

Burton Bentley, The Growing Litigation Battle Over COVID-19 in the Nation’s Prisons and Jails, 

Law.com (August 25, 2020).  

Bay Area Public Defenders Ask State To Release At-Risk San Quentin Inmates Amid COVID 

Outbreak, CBS San Francisco Bay Area (August 12, 2020).   

Associated Press, Judge Orders COVID-19 Tests at California Detention Center, The 

Washington Post (August 6, 2020).  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/health/coronavirus-vaccine-prisons.html
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CA-psych-hospitals-may-have-to-take-COVID-inmates_CalMatters_11.18.20_0489.03.pdf
https://www.law.com/thelegalintelligencer/2020/09/18/incarcerated-or-detained-in-the-covid-era/
https://www.law.com/2020/08/25/the-growing-litigation-battle-over-covid-19-in-the-nations-prisons-and-jails/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2020/08/12/bay-area-public-defenders-ask-state-to-release-san-quentin-inmates-at-risk-in-outbreak/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2020/08/12/bay-area-public-defenders-ask-state-to-release-san-quentin-inmates-at-risk-in-outbreak/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/judge-orders-covid-19-tests-at-california-detention-center/2020/08/06/ca830510-d841-11ea-a788-2ce86ce81129_story.html


Richard Winton, California Prisons Must Set Aside Space for COVID-19 Patients, Judge Orders, 

Los Angeles Times (July 23, 2020).  

Tammy La Gorce, ‘Everybody Was Sick’: Inside an ICE Detention Center, The New York Times 

(May 15, 2020).  

Lawsuit Demands ICE Release Immigrants at Risk of Death from COVID-19, Lawyers' 

Committee for Civil Rights (March 24, 2020).  

COVID-19 Deaths in CDCR.  

Statutory Release Powers by State.  

Statement of Rick Raemisch, Coleman v. Newsom.  

Plata v. Newsom (April 17, 2020).  

Plata v. Newsom (April 4, 2020).  

 

 

 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-23/california-prisons-must-set-aside-space-for-covid-19-patients-judge-orders
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/15/nyregion/coronavirus-ice-detainees-immigrants.html
https://lccrsf.org/newsroom/news-press-releases/lawsuit-demands-ice-release-immigrants-at-risk-of-death-from-covid-19/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/COVID-19-Deaths-in-CDCR.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Statutory-Release-Powers-Aaron-Littman-UCLA-School-of-Law.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Statement-of-Rick-Raemisch-with-Exhibit.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/PLATA-Dkt-3291-Order-Denying-Pls-Emergency-Mtn-re-COVID-19-04-17-20-0489-ovr.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Dkt-6574-3JC-Order-Denying-Pls-Emergency-Mtn-for-Modification-of-Pop-Reduction-Order-04-04-20-0489-3.pdf

