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Student 
Chapter Newsletter 

Welcome back students! We hope that you 

and your loved ones are doing okay during 

these challenging times. Please know that 

we are here to support you and your local 

ACS Chapter. We look forward to working 

with you to build a more equitable, anti-

racist, and inclusive society; reframe and 

shape the debate; and strengthen the 

progressive legal network. Reach out to us 

with your ideas and questions at any time. 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to ensuring that the law is a force 

to improve the lives of all people.  

 

Best, 

 

Zinelle, Meghan, Peggy, Molly, Michelle, Jordan, Chris, and Princess   
 

 

 

 

ACS recently updated its “About Us” page to include a statement on ACS’s Values: 

 

Our Values: ACS welcomes a diverse membership into our network from a 

wide range of communities, including people of different ethnic and racial 

backgrounds, gender, physical abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity 

and expression, socioeconomic status, religious and spiritual values, and 

national origin. These members are critical to ACS’s mission of building and 

leading a diverse legal community that dedicates itself to advancing and 

defending democracy, justice, equality, and liberty; to securing a government 

that serves the public interest; and to guarding against the abuse of law and 

the concentration of power. All those in the ACS family are called upon to 

actively and affirmatively participate in creating and promoting a more 

inclusive and diverse American Constitution Society. 

 

Check out this update at https://www.acslaw.org/about-us/. For more resources on 

how to familiarize students with ACS’s mission, check out ACS’s Student Chapter 

Resources page at https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-

resources/. 
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Looking Forward to Spring 2021! 

ACS Virtual Student Convention- 

Spring 2021 

ACS National Convention- June 2021 

ACS Next Generation Leader & Board 
Member Application will be available 

later this year. The application will be 

due March 1, 2021.  

Constance Baker Motley National 
Student Writing Competition- due 

February 7, 2021. 

Richard D. Cudahy Writing 
Competition on Regulatory and 

Administrative Law- due February 7, 

2021.  

 

Films 

Consider hosting screenings and 
discussions of the following videos 

and films. Don’t forget to check out 
videos of ACS National and Chapter 
programs here.  

 
 
The 2020 ACS Virtual National 

Convention featured remarks from 
Stacey Abrams, Walter Dellinger, Hon. 
Keith Ellison, Tina Tchen, and so 

many more. You can view the 
recordings here.  
 
 

The 2020 ACS Student 
Convention Virtual Series featured 
a town hall with ACS President Russ 

Feingold, small group networking 
discussions, and panels on voting 
rights, creative lawyering, mayors as 

innovative local leaders, and the 
degradation of democracy. You can 
view the recordings here. 
 

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS! 

UPDATED “ABOUT US” PAGE  

https://www.acslaw.org/about-us/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/next-generation-leaders/
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/next-generation-leaders/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/constance-baker-motley-national-student-writing-competition/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/constance-baker-motley-national-student-writing-competition/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/the-richard-d-cudahy-writing-competition-on-regulatory-and-administrative-law/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/the-richard-d-cudahy-writing-competition-on-regulatory-and-administrative-law/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/the-richard-d-cudahy-writing-competition-on-regulatory-and-administrative-law/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/2020-national-student-convention-cambridge-ma-march-27-28/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/2020-national-student-convention-cambridge-ma-march-27-28/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/2020-national-student-convention-cambridge-ma-march-27-28/
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Films (cont’d) 
 
The 2020 Virtual Graduation 

Ceremony featured Russ Feingold, 
Professor Melissa Murray, Alejandra 
Castillo, Hon. Carlton Reeves, and 

Naomi Martin. You can view the 
inspiring remarks here. 
 

 

 
 
The Warner Bros. film Just 
Mercy tells the powerful story of 

young lawyer Bryan Stevenson and 
the Equal Justice Initiative. The film 
stars Michael B. Jordan as 

Stevenson, Jamie Foxx as Walter 
McMillian, and Brie Larson as Eva 
Ansley and follows 

their historic battle for justice. 
Represent Justice can help you plan 
a virtual screening and Q&A with a 

system-impacted speaker. Contact 
carla@representjustice.org (and copy 
Peggy Li at pli@acslaw.org) to learn 

more and schedule a screening. 
 

 
13th, the title of Ava DuVernay’s 
extraordinary documentary refers to 

the 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, which reads “Neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, 

except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the 

United States.” The progression from 
that second qualifying clause to the 
horrors of mass criminalization and 

the sprawling American prison 
industry is laid out by DuVernay with 
bracing lucidity. The full feature is 

available here and here.  

We are advising that chapter events be planned 

virtually for fall semester.  

 

Programming. With the shift to virtual 

programming, we encourage you to 

think broadly when brainstorming 

potential speakers for your events and 

consider cosponsoring your events 

with chapters across the country.  

 

ACS Chapters organized a number of successful virtual programs this spring and 

summer. A number of chapters worked collectively to put together joint programming, 

thereby strengthening our progressive network. We encourage you to check out these 

events here and here. 

 

If you need help planning a virtual event, please reach out to your ACS national liaison 

or email campus@acslaw.org. Also, check out tips for running a virtual program in the 

ACS Student Chapter Handbook here (page 15-16).  

 

Funding. Given the uncertainty of the fall semester and the lack of safety surrounding 

in-person events at this time, we are also halting funding and reimbursements for event 

and travel costs for the fall semester. As you are organizing events for the fall, if there 

are anticipated costs, please reach out to your ACS national liaison to further discuss. 

 

 

2020 Virtual Regional Convenings 

ACS will be hosting three Virtual Regional 

Convenings this fall covering a range of topics 

including voting rights, contested elections, 

criminal justice, qualified immunity, wrongful 

convictions, racial justice, the right to protest, 

police reform, cannabis laws, and the Second 

Amendment.  

• 2020 ACS Battleground Regional 

Convening, Sept. 8, 2020 - Oct. 13, 2020  

• 2020 ACS Western Regional Convening, 

Sept. 11 - 12, 2020 

• 2020 ACS Southeast Regional Convening, TBA 

 

Class Cancellation 

With the majority of classes held virtually this semester, there is a renewed opportunity 

to create space for students and other members of your law school community to 

engage on election day and to coordinate opportunities for poll working and voter 

protection work.  Check out the Blueprint for Cancelling Classes on Election Day and 

reach out to Molly Greene at mgreene@acslaw.org to learn more about how you can 

establish a day of civic service at your school! 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 AND VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING 

ENGAGING WITH ACS IN FALL 2020 

https://www.acslaw.org/acs-virtual-graduation-ceremony-2020/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-virtual-graduation-ceremony-2020/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-virtual-graduation-ceremony-2020/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.representjustice.org%2Fwatch%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7Cd9a0fc00d52a49b3ad3208d8452bf1d5%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637335402342134933&sdata=paZ2Et2WZstDmq0TWxBr7mHIRiTWRWXHVSiFwfFlhg4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.representjustice.org%2Fwatch%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7Cd9a0fc00d52a49b3ad3208d8452bf1d5%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637335402342134933&sdata=paZ2Et2WZstDmq0TWxBr7mHIRiTWRWXHVSiFwfFlhg4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.representjustice.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7Cd9a0fc00d52a49b3ad3208d8452bf1d5%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637335402342144929&sdata=FQbqNmmPGZrAhBg7m1BEUl4L4iY14mEH%2BEnDG8MT%2FfM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:carla@representjustice.org
mailto:pli@acslaw.org
http://www.avaduvernay.com/13th
http://www.avaduvernay.com/13th
https://youtu.be/krfcq5pF8u8
https://www.acslaw.org/event/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/ACS-Student-Chapter-Handbook-2020.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetinvolved.acslaw.org%2Fcomponent%2Fevents%2Fevent%2F678&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C1613dcf1355c457e7c6408d8493e6849%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C1%7C637339879680564714&sdata=e73ITOD%2FWwMJ%2FJ7NN8IA%2B0xmrUiPyKJhfqRTGqn2hiI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetinvolved.acslaw.org%2Fcomponent%2Fevents%2Fevent%2F678&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C1613dcf1355c457e7c6408d8493e6849%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C1%7C637339879680564714&sdata=e73ITOD%2FWwMJ%2FJ7NN8IA%2B0xmrUiPyKJhfqRTGqn2hiI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetinvolved.acslaw.org%2Fcomponent%2Fevents%2Fevent%2F671&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C1613dcf1355c457e7c6408d8493e6849%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C1%7C637339879680564714&sdata=FbqZagag5wD5OBp8ZzFgFPoz%2BCyWFBVowkLF6wKa9%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/election-day-class-cancellation/
mailto:mgreene@acslaw.org
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Readings 
 

At ACS, we aspire to build 
inclusion and equity not only in 
the legal profession, but also in 

our communities. Continue to 
take concrete steps towards 
being anti-racist by interrogating 

the ways that we each 
contribute to white supremacy 
and racism. We recommend 

reviewing the Anti-racism 
resources Google Doc here, 
which was compiled by Sarah 

Sophie Flicker and Alyssa Klein. 
We also encourage you to 
participate in the ABA Section of 

Labor and Employment Law’s  
“21-Day Racial Equity Habit-

Building Challenge ©” here. The 
assignments include readings, 
podcasts, videos, and interactive 

activities.  
 
 

In July, ACS President Russ 
Feingold spoke to Claudia 
Dreifus from The New York 
Review of Books about his new 
role at ACS, his position on the 
death penalty, and the right-

wing capture of our courts. You 
can read the interview here. 
 

 
Check out past newsletters for 

more films and readings! 
 

 

Celebrate Constitution Day!  

Programming. Constitution Day is September 17. Commemorate the document’s birthday 

by hosting a substantive event on voting rights, the Equal Rights Amendment, the death 

penalty, Court Capture, Safeguarding the Rule of Law, or environmental justice. Also, 

consider hosting a judge for your event. Check out ACS’s 2019-2020 Supreme Court Review 

here.  

 

Constitution in the Classroom (CITC). Volunteer to 

Teach a Lesson About the Constitution Virtually! 

Constitution in the Classroom gives lawyers and law 

students the opportunity to teach lessons on various 

constitutional topics to elementary, middle, and high 

school students. Our curriculum this year focuses on 

the timely topic of Voting Rights. 

 

ACS encourages members to get involved around Constitution Day (September 17) and 

Law Day (May 1), but you can organize a Constitution in the Classroom event in your 

community year-round! Now is a great time to organize a lesson remotely. Please email 

LCEmails@acslaw.org with any questions or concerns. 

 

Draft an Op-Ed. Consider submitting an op-ed to your local paper (including your school 

newspaper) about the importance of voting, protecting the rule of law, the importance of 

State Attorneys General elections, racial justice, judicial nominations, and climate change. 

If you need ideas for drafting or placement, please email us at campus@acslaw.org. 

 

 

ACS Volunteer Opportunities 

Through ACS’s volunteer efforts, we connect lawyers and law students across the country 

to opportunities tailored to their interests, skills, and schedule. We are constantly looking 

for volunteers for ongoing research and pro bono projects on topics including election 

protection, voting rights, immigration, the right to protest, post-conviction relief, and 

workers’ rights. Information on some of our current projects can be found here. Please sign 

up on our volunteer survey or email us at LCEmails@acslaw.org if you’d like to help or if 

you know of any volunteer opportunities or trainings where our members could be helpful. 

 

 

Notice and Comment Initiative 

Notice and comment is a key oversight tool for agency activity, particularly in the current 

political environment, and it’s also a great way to develop knowledge in a particular area 

of the law. This initiative identifies opportunities to comment on key regulations put forth 

by federal and state agencies. Submitting a comment for a federal or state notice of 

proposed rulemaking is one of the simplest and essential ways for the public to participate 

in the rulemaking process. Consider hosting a Notice and Comment event to encourage 

your members to write and submit comments. Check out ACS’s Notice and Comment 

Webinar. If you are interested in hosting a Notice and Comment event, email 

LCEmails@acslaw.org with the subject line “Notice and Comment.” We are excited to work 

with you to help your members get engaged with federal and state rulemaking! 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/labor_law/membership/equal_opportunity/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/labor_law/membership/equal_opportunity/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.acslaw.org%2Fe%2F584003%2F-interview-with-russ-feingold-%2Fnbm6m%2F512827194%3Fh%3DLLc__ectQtbl47LszpLy4WDjlZrN6tq5wZ6tjWS4O0E&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C833ae82f6d024ff77e5908d82f5ccc64%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637311422898330171&sdata=2dTVELpgHC6ROpgT0JvP0vLlCWN6SMlQyu03ihSDIfA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/past-student-chapter-newsletters/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2016-Voting-Rights-2016-Program-Guide.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/on-the-path-to-gender-equality-from-the-19th-amendment-to-the-era/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/death-penalty-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/death-penalty-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/reports/court-capture/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2018-Program-Guide-Safeguarding-the-Rule-of-Law.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/the-epa-fails-to-address-environmental-racism/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/the-2019-2020-supreme-court-review/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/constitution-in-the-classroom/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/constitution-in-the-classroom/#section-4
mailto:LCEmails@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/inbrief/state-attorneys-general-impact-our-everyday-lives-their-elections-matter/
https://www.acslaw.org/inbrief/state-attorneys-general-impact-our-everyday-lives-their-elections-matter/
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/election-protection/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/election-protection/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/
https://acslaworg.secure.force.com/GWVolunteersVolunteersSignupFSCustom/
mailto:LCEmails@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/notice-and-comment/
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/notice-and-comment-procedure-a-critical-oversight-tool/
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/notice-and-comment-procedure-a-critical-oversight-tool/
mailto:LCEmails@acslaw.org
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ACS Book Club 

Join ACS for our inaugural Book Club discussion on Thursday, September 10, 2020 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. ET hosted by 

the ACS Board of Academic Advisors. We are excited to announce Paul Butler's Chokehold as our first read. In his book, 

Butler explains how our “laws and practices [] treat every African American man like a thug” and “powerfully demonstrates 

why current efforts to reform law enforcement will not create lasting change.” Paul Butler will be joined 

by Kimberlé Crenshaw for a discussion of the book.  Following their conversation, members of the ACS Board of Academic 

Advisors will lead breakout discussion groups. Register here and look out for future ACS Book Club discussions!  

 

Fall Membership Competition 

ACS is pleased to announce the 9th Annual Student Membership Contest to see which ACS chapter can make the biggest 

gains in national membership. ACS will award two winners in the Fall membership competition based on the following 

categories: (i) Percentage of membership increase, and (ii) Raw number of new members and renewals.  

 

Each winning chapter is awarded one full scholarship to attend the 2021 ACS National Convention. Students can sign up for 

national membership online. For assistance in building your membership base, reach out to your ACS national liaison. 

Remember, all Executive Board members should be national members. Competition ends November 30. 

 

 

https://www.acslaw.org/about-us/leadership/#board-of-academic-advisor
https://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/653
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.acslaw.org%2Fe%2F584003%2Fmembership-joinacs-%2Fg98f8%2F318504425%3Fh%3DEnhYcSaLgNKwrjlemDJOMBuha5VgCH71fgO0nV1PfEQ&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C82acdc6666114f594fc108d71f2e3887%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637012155690919644&sdata=XhR8r4QlLl6kq%2FJlkvf8yuSF6K1qRgjAGkYTJW4FCOY%3D&reserved=0
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We strongly encourage our chapters to cover these important issues and cosponsor these events with other diverse and 

progressive law student organizations. ACS can also provide you with speaker and event suggestions, and talk through event 

ideas with your chapter. Check out our student chapters website for additional resources on programming. 

 

Our democracy depends on all eligible citizens having a meaningful and safe 

opportunity to vote. We encourage our chapters to host programs on accessing 

and expanding the right to vote, including implementing strategies to protect 

voters and pollworkers during the pandemic. Consider programs on voting by 

mail, redistricting, the 2020 census, election law, and campaign finance. Further 

engage on these issues by volunteering through ACS’s Voting Rights Projects 

and working with ACS to establish a day of civic service at your law school! Check 

out some ACS Resources below to assist you in your programming: 

- COVID-19 and the 2020 Elections: How Election Administration Can and 

Should Be Changed In a Public Health Crisis (March 19, 2020) 

- Protecting the Right to Vote in 2020 (March 26, 2020) 

- ACS Wisconsin: Litigation Over Wisconsin’s Spring 2020 Election (April 28, 

2020) 

- ACS University of Idaho College of Law Student Chapter, the ACS Madison 

Lawyer Chapter, and the ACS At-Large Chapter: Pandem-ocracy: Voting 

Rights and Access During the COVID Crisis (April 30, 2020) 

- Democracy As A Slogan, ACS Blog (May 30, 2020) 

- How to Protect the Health of Our Democracy, with Featured Remarks by 

Stacey Abrams (June 12, 2020) 

- ACS Houston: Voting Rights, COVID-19, and Texas (June 25, 2020) 

- Voting by Mail Is Essential for Voters with Disabilities, but It’s Not Enough, 

ACS Blog (July 23, 2020) 

 

 

 

 

This year marks the centennial anniversary of the 19th Amendment’s ratification, an occasion on which to honor the hard 

work and steadfast commitment that went into its passage, to elevate the women who were and continue to be left behind 

in the march toward progress, and to explore the Amendment’s legacy and continued significance for gender equality today. 

We encourage Student Chapters to engage in discussions on the legacy of the 19th Amendment, and look ahead towards 

the work needed to build true equity. We encourage chapters to explore the following: the fight for autonomy over one’s 

reproductive health, a constitutional amendment prohibiting sex discrimination (such as the Equal Rights Amendment), and 

policies that acknowledge the dignity of transgender people, especially transgender women of color.  

 

Check out the resources below to assist you in your programming:  

- Marking the Centennial of the 19th Amendment 2020 Program Guide and Speakers List 

- On the Path to Gender Equality: From the 19th Amendment to the ERA, ACS Blog (May 22, 2020) 

- The 19th Amendment’s Centennial and the Ongoing Fight for Women’s Equality (August 21, 2020) 

DEMOCRACY AND VOTING 

MARKING THE CENTENNIAL OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT AND LOOKING AHEAD 

https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/voting-rights-projects/election-day-class-cancellation/
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/covid-19-and-the-2020-elections/
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/covid-19-and-the-2020-elections/
http://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/572
http://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/593
http://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/591
http://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/591
http://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/591
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/democracy-as-a-slogan/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/day-five/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/day-five/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zenkapTF9Rw
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/voting-by-mail-is-essential-for-voters-with-disabilities-but-its-not-enough/
https://www.acslaw.org/issues/reproductive-rights/
https://www.acslaw.org/issues/reproductive-rights/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/era-must-take-its-rightful-place-in-the-constitution/
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/
https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/acs-program-guides/marking-the-centennial-of-the-19th-amendment/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/on-the-path-to-gender-equality-from-the-19th-amendment-to-the-era/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/upcoming-the-19th-amendments-centennial-and-the-ongoing-fight-for-womens-equality/
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This year, we have seen countless examples of state sanctioned murder 

and the willful failure to pursue justice for victims of racial and gender-

based violence: Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Tony 

McDade, Riah Milton, Dominique Fells, and Rayshard Brooks just to 

name a few. At ACS, we believe that all Black Lives Matter and aim to 

take concrete steps towards being anti-racist. We encourage our ACS 

chapters to host programming aimed at dismantling white supremacy. 

In your programs—from policing to criminal justice, environmental 

justice, voting and election law, immigrants’ rights, and reproductive 

justice—aim to approach each and every issue using an interdisciplinary, inclusive, race-conscious, and intersectional lens, 

centering the experiences of Black, Indigenous, People of Color and other underrepresented communities. As ACS President 

Russ Feingold mentioned during the ACS Virtual National Convention, far too many people in this country do not feel seen, 

protected, or comfortable with our laws. Our work is not just about the academic aspects of the law or a battle over 

constitutional theory. It is also about the reality of what the Constitution and the law means for people on the ground. Check 

out some ACS resources (including a newly released 2020 Program Guide), past events, and ACS Blog posts below to assist 

you as you plan your programming. Please also reach out to your ACS national liaison for assistance framing your programs, 

and elevating BIPOC and traditionally underrepresented voices in your programming.  

- Combatting Anti-Black Racism Through Law and Policy, Fall 2020 Program Guide and Speakers List 

- A History of Violence: Institutional Racism in Our Criminal Legal System (June 5, 2020) 

- The Pandemic and the Law (June 9, 2020) 

- Defining a Progressive Agenda, with Featured Remarks by Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison (June 10, 2020) 

- Black Lives Matter to Obergefell, ACS Blog (June 26, 2020) 

- A Conversation on the Role of State Attorneys General in Police Oversight & Accountability (June 29, 2020) 

- Elevating and Engaging with Black Lives on Law School Campuses (June 30, 2020); Elevating and Engaging with 

Black Lives on Law School Campuses (Part II) (August 12, 2020) 

- Tinkering with the Machinery of Death: Resuming Federal Executions (July 8, 2020) 

In July 2020, after a 17-year moratorium, the U.S. Justice Department resumed executions of 

federal prisoners sentenced to death. During this nearly two-decade hiatus, public opinion 

has turned against the death penalty, due, in part, to the litany of exonerations of people 

previously sentenced to death (170 and counting) and a national reckoning with the racially 

unjust administration of the death penalty. 

 

ACS condemns the cruelty and racism inherent in the death penalty and has launched a new “ACS President’s Initiative” to 

foster greater understanding of the racial disparities and constitutional issues in the administration of the death penalty. We 

encourage you to host programs highlighting the lack of effective representation for the accused, the use of junk science, 

unjust and unnecessary limits on judicial review, as well as the institutional racism that plagues our criminal legal systems 

and the death penalty. 

 

Visit ACS’s new Death Penalty in America page to learn more, access ACS resources, and read ACS President Russ Feingold’s 

statements on the recent executions. 

THE DEATH PENALTY 

RACIAL JUSTICE AND ANTI-RACISM 

https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/acs-program-guides/
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/a-history-of-violence-institutional-racism-in-our-criminal-legal-system/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/day-two/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/day-three/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/black-lives-matter-to-obergefell/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/a-conversation-on-the-role-of-state-attorneys-general-in-police-oversight-accountability/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/elevating-and-engaging-with-black-lives-on-law-school-campuses/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/upcoming-elevating-and-engaging-with-black-lives-on-law-school-campuses-part-ii/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/upcoming-elevating-and-engaging-with-black-lives-on-law-school-campuses-part-ii/
https://www.acslaw.org/video/tinkering-with-the-machinery-of-death-resuming-federal-executions/
https://www.acslaw.org/press_release/just-ahead-of-first-federal-executions-in-17-years-acs-president-russ-feingold-condemns-the-cruelty-and-racism-inherent-in-the-death-penalty/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/death-penalty-resources/
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In Congressman John Lewis: A champion for civil rights and environmental justice by Mustafa Santiago Ali, Ali remembers 

Congressman Lewis’ “pioneering advocacy of environmental justice for all. [Congressman Lewis] understood that the same 

platform of systemic racism that disenfranchised people from the civic process also poisoned the air and water in Black, 

Brown and lower-wealth communities.” ACS encourages chapters to explore the issue of Environmental (In)Justice, 

specifically, the disproportionate impact of climate change, access to clean water, and the placement of toxic facilities on 

communities of color and low-income communities. Check out the following resources to learn more: 

- Trump’s EPA Uses the Coronavirus Crisis to Mask Environmental Deregulation and Suspend Enforcement, ACS Blog 

(April 7, 2020) 

- The Supreme Court Rejects a Narrow Reading of the Clean Water Act in County of Maui v. Hawaii Wildlife Fund, 

ACS Blog (April 24, 2020) 

- The Federal Government Fiddles As COVID-19 Ravages Native Americans, ACS Blog (June 3, 2020) 

- Defining a Progressive Agenda for 2021 and Beyond, with Introductory Remarks by Keith Ellison (June 10, 2020) 

- ACS State Attorneys General Project: Policy Resources- Environment 

- Environmental Justice: A Primer for Allies, Academics, Planners and Scientists created by Columbia graduate students 

at the Urban Planning Department 

- NAACP: Environmental & Climate Justice 

- Earthjustice 

 

 

 

 

Through ACS's network of students, lawyers, academics, and allies, the ACS State Attorneys General Project (AG Project) 

develops and disseminates legal resources and hosts programming and events examining the actions of state attorneys 

general and the emerging legal and policy issues they face. Many state 

attorneys general are currently engaged in actions, both individually and 

collectively, to protect the rule of law and the constitution, while 

simultaneously filling a void created by federal inaction in numerous areas. 

State attorneys general are working to protect workers, immigrant 

communities, the environment, and civil rights. They are also working to 

implement changes in policing and police oversight & accountability. 

 

For more information on state attorneys general, check out ACS’s State AG 

Project website, including the updated State Attorneys General Policy 

Resources, and State AG News updates. If your chapter is interested in 

planning an event involving the state AG office and would like our guidance, e-mail us at campus@acslaw.org.  

 

 

 

 

ACS STATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL PROJECT 

ENVIRONMENTAL (IN)JUSTICE 

https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/508788-congressman-john-lewis-a-champion-for-civil-rights-and
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/trumps-epa-uses-the-coronavirus-crisis-to-mask-environmental-deregulation-and-suspend-enforcement/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/the-supreme-court-rejects-a-narrow-reading-of-the-clean-water-act-in-county-of-maui-v-hawaii-wildlife-fund/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/the-federal-government-fiddles-as-covid-19-ravages-native-americans/
https://www.acslaw.org/2020-acs-national-convention/day-three/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/state-attorneys-general-policy-resources/environment/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/EJ/index.html
https://www.naacp.org/issues/environmental-justice/
https://earthjustice.org/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/state-attorneys-general-policy-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/state-attorneys-general-policy-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/state-attorneys-general-project/news-and-blogs/
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
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Every day, federal courts decide cases critical to our rights — from the environment to 

voting to immigration. Those who are appointed to serve on the bench must be qualified, 

fair, and impartial. Under President Trump, judicial vacancies are being filled at a 

breakneck speed, transforming the federal courts. In June 2020, the Senate confirmed 

President Trump’s 200th Article III judge. These judges are nearly a quarter of all the Article 

III judgeships. At this point in his presidency, Trump is outpacing his three previous 

predecessors. Only President Carter had more confirmed judges at this point during his first term, with 239. Another trend 

in these 200 confirmations is the stunning lack of diversity. None of the 53 new circuit court judges are Black, putting 

President Trump on track to be the first president since President Nixon to go a full term without selecting a Black nominee 

for a circuit court seat. The lack of diversity goes beyond just the new circuit court judges. Of the 200 confirmations, 152 

(76%) were men, 171 (85.5%) were white, and 131 (65.5%) were white men. For more on the diversity of active Article III 

judges, be sure to check out ACS’s Diversity of the Federal Bench page. You can track the current pace of judicial nominations 

at ACS’s On the Bench webpage. 

 

Please continue to speak out in your community and host programs on the importance of the courts. Let us know if you 

need any resources or are interested in engaging on this issue by emailing campus@acslaw.org.  

 

Related: Invite local, state, or federal judges to speak to your chapters on their path to the bench, obtaining a clerkship, the 

importance of diversity in the judiciary, or whatever topic they’d like to discuss. Encourage your fellow ACSers to see 

themselves as future clerks and judges! ACS national members have access to the ACS Clerkship Guide here.  

 

 

We know that these past few months have been extremely painful and that 

many of you are navigating online learning while also caring for family and 

loved ones. Despite the uncertainty in our day-to-day lives, we have seen you, 

our ACS Student Leaders, rise up and work towards building a more equitable, 

inclusive, and just world.  

 

In addition to the substantive programming above, we hope that you’ll take 

the time to focus on your mental health and wellness. Law school and the 

practice of law can be stressful, historically but especially given our current 

environment. Consider hosting programs on mindfulness, its benefits, and 

ways to integrate mindfulness into your everyday life. Also consider hosting 

virtual social activities with your fellow ACS leaders, including game night, 

trivia, and WFH yoga.  

 

Please take care of each other during these challenging times. Consider hosting a program with your 1Ls to check in and 

provide guidance on remote learning. Please reach out to your ACS national contact for more ideas.  

 

 

WELLNESS 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/no-black-judges-among-trumps-appeals-court-confirmations
https://www.acslaw.org/judicial-nominations/diversity-of-the-federal-bench/
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acslaw.org%2Fjudicial-nominations%2Fon-the-bench%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7Ce87b88f0486b4b12fad508d795427306%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637141984943016611&sdata=9p74ChaN7isMNjaT1JnOHczxFFso64aSEmflvpqSmf0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/projects/the-path-to-the-bench/
https://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/619
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As you plan your programming for the fall, please keep these dates in mind and check out the 2020-2021 ACS Model 

Calendar for more ideas!  
• 8/06: 55th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act 

• 8/18: 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment 

• 8/26: Women’s Equality Day 

• 8/28: 57th anniversary of March on Washington/March on Washington organized by NAN for 2020 

• 9/11: 19th anniversary of September 11, 2001 

• 9/17: Constitution Day 

• 9/15-10/15: National Hispanic Heritage Month 

• 9/22: National Voter Registration Day 

• October: National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

• 10/05: October 2020 SCOTUS term begins 

• November: Native American Heritage Month 

• 11/03: Election Day 

• December: Universal Human Rights Month/Interfaith Month 

• 12/12: 20th anniversary of Bush v. Gore 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE FALL 

https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
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We are here to support you and your chapter, and look forward to working with you to facilitate your programs, to realize 

your potential for creating constructive dialogues for change, and to grow and strengthen your progressive networks. Please 

reach out to your ACS national liaison or campus@acslaw.org to chat further! 

 

In addition to your ACS national liaison, we strongly recommend reviewing the ACS Student Chapters Webpage and the 

ACS Student Chapters Resources Page, which includes the following resources: 

- Student Chapter Handbook 

- 2020-2021 Faculty Advisor Checklist 

- An ACS blurb for introducing ACS at your events 

- ACS Welcome Videos 

- ACS Program Guides, ACS Model Calendar, and other resources for programming 

- Sample Speaker Invitation Letter 

- Event Posting Instructions  

- ACS Speaker Release Form 

- List of Visiting Professors 

- List of Conferences and Conventions 

- Social Media Guidelines 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if there is anything we can do to assist you! 

Send ACS your updated 2020-2021 ACS Executive Board by emailing campus@acslaw.org (please include Board Members’ 

Name, Email Address, Board Position, and Graduation Year). We encourage adding a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Chair; 

a Community Engagement Chair; and a Lawyer Chapter Liaison. More information on board positions can be found on page 

6 of the Student Chapter Handbook.   

 

Cosponsor events with other student groups on your campus. These shared events 

broaden your programming, increase your student audience, and allow for more 

networking opportunities. Reach out to your Faculty Advisor(s) for ideas and assistance. 

Remember to virtually meet with your Faculty Advisor(s) at the beginning of each 

semester and after board elections.  

 

Don’t forget to also cosponsor events with other ACS Student and Lawyer Chapters 

throughout the country. During this time of virtual programming, ACS leaders have 

directly reached out to chapter leaders across the country to cosponsor, elevate, and share programs. We encourage you 

to share ACS National and ACS Chapter Programs with your law school community. Check out upcoming events here. 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER UPDATES 

ACS RESOURCES 

COSPONSOR EVENTS 

mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/event/


 
 

11 

 

FALL 2020 

Volume 14, Issue 1 CHAPTER BUSINESS 

 

We expect all of our chapters to be inclusive. The best way to ensure that we meet this goal, is to be explicit and direct. We 

expect all chapters to have at least one dedicated board member working to actively ensure diversity, inclusion, and equity 

in the chapter. This person helps to ensure that programming is inclusive and holistic, that programming elevates experts 

and leaders of color, that membership is diverse, and that your chapter regularly collaborates, communicates, and partners 

with diverse bar associations and other organizations. Of course, all ACS Board Members should be committed to diversity, 

inclusion, and equity, but we expect at least one board member to always have these issues FRONT AND CENTER—to always 

have a race-conscious lens—when conducting all chapter business.  

 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please let us know! We are here to help you! 

 

Join ACS or renew now and your student membership will be current through July 2021, or through December 2022 if you’re 

graduating in 2021. This year will be a critical year of growth and impact for ACS. Help us invest in ACS chapters, career 

development, thought leadership, and building the progressive bench. Join now at acslaw.org/join! 

 

ACS Law Student and Young Lawyer Memberships are based on a minimum donation of $10.  

501(c)3 Guidelines 

ACS is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)(3) educational organization. It does not support political parties or candidates for 

public office. For specific guidance on what this means for your programming, please review the Student Chapter Handbook, 

and feel free to email us anytime with additional questions.   

 
 
 
 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION 

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR ACS MEMBERSHIP  

501(c)3 Guidelines 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acslaw.org%2Fmembership%2Fjoinacs%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C589a0f5a266d4b30ca0008d77f50b652%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637117856948553750&sdata=agT%2BU0YBMnyj59RN%2BtvQgqflZ4i1S8MlHA%2FYevAutDc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acslaw.org%2Fmembership%2Fjoinacs%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpli%40acslaw.org%7C589a0f5a266d4b30ca0008d77f50b652%7C68f0261aecd5440ea931b9416a380d30%7C0%7C0%7C637117856948553750&sdata=agT%2BU0YBMnyj59RN%2BtvQgqflZ4i1S8MlHA%2FYevAutDc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
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ACS Leaders: Would you like ACS’s help with your summer/post-grad employment 

search? If so, please email campus@acslaw.org with your resume and a brief 

description of what you are interested in. We would love to connect you with 

opportunities shared with our network. 

 

Let us know where you will be next summer/post-grad so that we can connect you 

with ACSers in your summer/post-grad city. Email campus@acslaw.org or 

complete your designated Student Chapter Historian Document (see your chapter 

historian for more information). 

 

ACS national members should also check out ACS’s Job Bank here and the ACS 

Clerkship Guide here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Zinelle October 

Executive Vice President  

zoctober@acslaw.org 

 

Meghan Paulas 

Senior Director of Chapters 

mpaulas@acslaw.org  

 

Peggy Li 

Director of Chapters 

pli@acslaw.org 

 

Molly Greene 

Associate Director of Chapters 

mgreene@acslaw.org  

 

 

 

 

Michelle Herd  

Assistant Director of Chapters 

mherd@acslaw.org  

 

Jordan Blisk  

Assistant Director of Chapters 

jblisk@acslaw.org  

 

Chris Lin 

Assistant Director of Chapters 

clin@acslaw.org  

 

Princess Jefferson 

Chapters Fellow 

pjefferson@acslaw.org  

 

Annamarie Hufford-Bucklin 

Network Advancement Fellow 

ahufford-bucklin@acslaw.org
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
 

Instagram 
@acsstudentchapters 

 

 

Twitter 

@acslaw 

@ACSstudents 

 
LinkedIn 

American Constitution Society 

(ACS) — official group 

 

Facebook 

American Constitution Society 

for Law and Policy (Official) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Constitution 

Society 

1899 L St. NW, Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20036 

P: 202.393.6181 

F: 202.393.6189 

www.ACSLaw.org 

E: campus@acslaw.org 

ACS CHAPTERS TEAM STAFF 

 

JOBS AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

mailto:campus@acslaw.org
mailto:campus@acslaw.org
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/
https://getinvolved.acslaw.org/component/events/event/619
mailto:zoctober@acslaw.org
mailto:mpaulas@acslaw.org
mailto:pli@acslaw.org
mailto:mgreene@acslaw.org
mailto:mherd@acslaw.org
mailto:jblisk@acslaw.org
mailto:clin@acslaw.org
mailto:pjefferson@acslaw.org
mailto:ahufford-bucklin@acslaw.org
https://www.instagram.com/acsstudentchapters/
https://twitter.com/acslaw
https://twitter.com/ACSstudents
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-constitution-society/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-constitution-society/
http://www.facebook.com/acslaw
http://www.facebook.com/acslaw
http://www.acslaw.org/
mailto:campus@acslaw.org

