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W E L C O M E  B A C K  S T U D E N T S !

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  t o  h e l p 

y o u  s h a p e  t h e  d e b a t e ,  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e 

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  b u i l d  a n d 

s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r  p r o g r e s s i v e  n e t w o r k !  T h e 

s t a f f  a t  A C S  i s  h e r e  t o  h e l p  y o u ,  s o  p l e a s e 

r e a c h  o u t  t o  u s  w i t h  i d e a s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  a t 

a n y  t i m e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a w  i s  a 

f o r c e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a l l  p e o p l e .

B e s t ,

M e g h a n ,  P e g g y ,  B r i a n ,  M o l l y ,  L u k e ,  M i c h e l l e ,  Z i n e l l e ,  Fa i s a l ,  A s h l e y ,  E m m a ,  K a l ,  K . C . ,  a n d  A l e x

J o i n  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y 

f o r  A C S ’s  S e v e n t h  A n n u a l  N a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t 

C o n v e n t i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 2 - 2 3 ,  2 0 1 9  a t  t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  S c h o o l  o f  L a w .  T h e r e 

w i l l  b e  t w o  d a y s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  p r o g r a m m i n g 

a n d  t r a i n i n g  f o c u s e d  o n  e m p o w e r i n g  t h e  n e x t 

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  l e a d e r s  a n d  h e l p i n g 

s t u d e n t s  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a 

c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i a l o g u e  f o r  c h a n g e .

P r o g r a m m i n g  w i l l  i n c l u d e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d 

t r a i n i n g s  o n  c o m b a t t i n g  h a t e  a n d  b i g o t r y , 

t h i n k i n g  b e y o n d  l i t i g a t i o n  t o  a d v a n c e 

p r o g r e s s i v e  g o a l s ,  w h y  c o u r t s  m a t t e r  i n  t h e 

b a t t l e  f o r  e q u i t y ,  e x p l o r i n g  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s 

t o  a d v a n c e  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  t i p s  a n d  t r i c k s  f o r 

c l e r k s h i p s .  F e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e :

*  H o n .  C y r u s  H a b i b ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  W a s h i n g t o n

*  K h i z r  K h a n ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R i g h t s  A d v o c a t e

*  D a h l i a  L i t h w i c k ,  S e n i o r  E d i t o r ,  S l a t e ,  R e c i p i e n t ,  A C S  P r o g r e s s i v e  C h a m p i o n  A w a r d

*  A n d  m u c h  m o r e !

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p s : / / w w w . a c s l a w . o r g /

g e t - i n v o l v e d / a c s - c o n v e n t i o n s / 2 0 1 9 - s t u d e n t - c o n v e n t i o n / .  A n d  f o l l o w  a l o n g  a t 

# A C S 2 0 1 9 . 

2 0 1 9  A C S  S T U D E N T  C O N V E N T I O N

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  I N  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

SAVE 
THE DATE

National Convention: The ACS Na-
tional Convention will be on June 
6-8, 2019 in Washington, DC. Check 
out videos from the 2018 Conven-
tion here.

SPRING 2019 
VOLUME 12, ISSUE 2

FILMS
Consider hosting screenings and 
discussions of the following videos 
and films:

2018 ACS National Convention

Our featured speakers included U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor, who engaged in a memo-
rable conversation with her former 
law clerk and ACS national board 
member Professor Melissa Murray. 
New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir 
Grewal, Maryland Attorney General 
Brian Frosh, former acting U.S. Attor-
ney General Sally Yates, and DREAMer 
activist Karla Quetzalli Perez also ad-
dressed attendees. Videos available 
here.  

DARK MONEY

A political thriller, DARK MONEY ex-
amines one of the greatest present 
threats to American democracy: the 
influence of untraceable corporate 
money on our elections and elected 
officials. The film takes viewers to Mon-
tana to follow an intrepid local jour-
nalist working to expose the real-life 
impacts of the US Supreme Court’s 
Citizens United decision. Through this 
gripping story, DARK MONEY uncov-
ers the shocking and vital truth of 
how American elections are bought 
and sold. This Sundance award-win-
ning documentary is directed/pro-
duced by Kimberly Reed (PRODIGAL 
SONS) and produced by Katy Chevi-
gny (E-TEAM). Check out the trailer.

Check out the regularly updated list 
of screenings. Chapters that are in-
terested in purchasing group tickets 
should be in touch with the film’s 
impact producer, Alison Byrne Fields 
at alison@whatisaggregate.com. 
Chapters that would like to organize 
their own screenings should also be 
in touch with Alison. 

https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/2019-student-convention/.
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/2019-student-convention/.
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/acs-national-convention-2018/video/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/acs-national-convention-2018/video/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/acs-conventions/acs-national-convention-2018/video/
https://www.darkmoneyfilm.com/
https://www.darkmoneyfilm.com/
https://www.darkmoneyfilm.com/screenings
https://www.darkmoneyfilm.com/screenings
mailto:alison@whatisaggregate.com
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FILMS
Consider hosting screenings and 
discussions of the following videos 
and films:

A C S  s t u d e n t  m e m b e r s  h a v e  t w o  e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r 

e n g a g e m e n t  i n  A C S ’s  w o r k :  t h e  A C S  N e x t  G e n e r a t i o n  L e a d e r s  ( N G L )  p r o g r a m 

a n d  a  t w o - y e a r  t e r m  o n  t h e  A C S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  T h e  N G L  p r o g r a m 

i d e n t i f i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  t o  r e c e n t  a n d  f o r t h c o m i n g  l a w  s c h o o l 

g r a d u a t e s  w h o  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  s p e c i a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e i r  w o r k  w i t h 

A C S ’s  s t u d e n t  c h a p t e r s ,  a n d  w h o  h a v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  s k i l l s ,  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o 

r e m a i n  v i t a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A C S  c o m m u n i t y .  C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 

a n d  t o  d o w n l o a d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m .  T h e  s u b m i s s i o n  d e a d l i n e  i s  M o n d a y , 

M a r c h  1 1 ,  2 0 1 9 .

2 0 1 9  A C S  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  L E A D E R  A N D  B O A R D  M E M B E R 
A P P L I C A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E

13th
The title of Ava DuVernay’s extraor-
dinary and galvanizing documentary 
refers to the 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, which reads, “Neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States.” The progression from 
that second qualifying clause to the 
horrors of mass criminalization and 
the sprawling American prison indus-
try is laid out by DuVernay with brac-
ing lucidity. With a potent mixture of 
archival footage and testimony from 
a dazzling array of activists, politi-
cians, historians, and formerly incar-
cerated women and men, DuVernay 
creates a work of grand historical 
synthesis.

See Netflix’s “GRANT OF PERMISSION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL SCREENINGS” 
terms here.

T h e  A C S  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  b e 

J u n e  6 - 8 ,  2 0 1 9  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C . 

S t u d e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e 

s o o n !  M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  a n d  s t a y 

t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s !

A C S ’s  C o n s t a n c e  B a k e r  M o t l e y  N a t i o n a l  S t u d e n t  W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  h o n o r s 

t h e  l e g a c y  o f  C o n s t a n c e  B a k e r  M o t l e y  a s  a  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e a d e r ,  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l , 

a n d  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  w o m a n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  b e n c h . 

A C S  w e l c o m e s  a l l  s t u d e n t  p a p e r s  f u r t h e r i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  a  p r o g r e s s i v e 

v i s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  l a w ,  a n d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .  T h e  w i n n e r  w i l l  r e c e i v e 

$ 3 , 0 0 0  a n d  a n  o f f e r  t o  p u b l i s h  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  J o u r n a l  o f 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  L a w .  T h e  t w o  r u n n e r s - u p  w i l l  r e c e i v e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  d e a d l i n e  t o 

a p p l y  i s  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  2 0 1 9 .

A C S ’s  R i c h a r d  D .  C u d a h y  W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  o n  R e g u l a t o r y  a n d 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  L a w  h o n o r s  t h e  l a t e  J u d g e  C u d a h y ’s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  f i e l d . 

T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  o p e n  t o  p r a c t i c i n g  l a w y e r s ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  a c a d e m i c s , 

a n d  l a w  s t u d e n t s .  A  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  s e l e c t e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  l a w y e r  a n d  s t u d e n t 

c a t e g o r i e s .  E a c h  w i n n i n g  a u t h o r  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c a s h  p r i z e  o f  $ 1 , 5 0 0 .  T h e 

d e a d l i n e  t o  a p p l y  i s  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  2 0 1 9 .

2 0 1 9  A C S  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N S

https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/next-generation-leaders/
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
https://media.netflix.com/en/only-on-netflix/78922
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/constance-baker-motley-national-student-writing-competition/
https://www.law.upenn.edu/journals/conlaw/
https://www.law.upenn.edu/journals/conlaw/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/awards-and-competitions/the-richard-d-cudahy-writing-competition-on-regulatory-and-administrative-law/
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A C S  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

C o n s i d e r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  A C S !  A C S  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n t e r e s t e d 

i n  u p c o m i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  P r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e 

t e a c h i n g  y o u r  n e t w o r k  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  j u d i c i a r y  t h r o u g h 

t h e  L o v e  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o g r a m  t h i s  F e b r u a r y  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  A C S ’s 

N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  p r o j e c t .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a 

p r o  b o n o  p r o j e c t ,  L o v e  O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  o u r  N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  P r o j e c t , 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  L C E m a i l s @ a c s l a w . o r g . 

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  i d e n t i f i e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  k e y  r e g u l a t i o n s  p u t 

f o r t h  b y  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s .  S u b m i t t i n g  a  c o m m e n t  f o r  a  f e d e r a l  o r 

s t a t e  n o t i c e  o f  p r o p o s e d  r u l e m a k i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s i m p l e s t  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  w a y s 

f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  r u l e m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  C o n s i d e r  h o s t i n g  a 

N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  P a r t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  m e m b e r s  t o  w r i t e  a n d  s u b m i t 

c o m m e n t s .  C h e c k  o u t  A C S ’s  N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  W e b i n a r .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d 

i n  h o s t i n g  a  N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  p a r t y ,  e m a i l  L C E m a i l s @ a c s l a w . o r g  w i t h  t h e 

s u b j e c t  l i n e  “ N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t .” W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  t o  h e l p 

y o u r  m e m b e r s  g e t  e n g a g e d  w i t h  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  r u l e m a k i n g .

L o v e  O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a  c h a n c e  f o r  A C S  m e m b e r s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e i r 

c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n s  b o t h  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l .  I n  p a s t  y e a r s ,  m e m b e r s 

h o s t e d  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  o v e r  1 1 0 0  p e o p l e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y 

t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i t s  i m p a c t  o n  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s .  O u r  2 0 1 9 

L o v e  O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c u r r i c u l u m  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  J a n u a r y .  I f  y o u  a r e 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o s t i n g  a  L o v e  O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y , 

p l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  s i g n - u p  f o r m  h e r e  o r  e m a i l  L C E m a i l s @ a c s l a w . o r g  w i t h 

t h e  s u b j e c t  l i n e  “ L o v e  O u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n .” F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e 

i n i t i a t i v e ,  s e e  h e r e .

N O T I C E  A N D  C O M M E N T  P A R T Y

L O V E  O U R  C O N S T I T U T I O N

C L A S S  C A N C E L L A T I O N

S e v e r a l  l a w  s c h o o l s  h a v e  e i t h e r  c a n c e l l e d  c l a s s e s  o r  a l l o w e d  f o r  c l a s s 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  o n  E l e c t i o n  D a y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  l a w  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  i n 

t h e  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  o n  c a m p u s .  T h e s e 

i n i t i a t i v e s  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  t i m e  ( a n d  a  r e m i n d e r )  t o  v o t e .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y , 

t h e s e  c h a n g e s  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  a 

m e a n i n g f u l  w a y ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  h a r d  i f  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l i m i t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o n 

E l e c t i o n  D a y .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  C l a s s  C a n c e l l a t i o n  o n  E l e c t i o n  D a y , 

s e e  “ D e m o c r a c y  o n  t h e  G r o u n d  F l o o r :  L a w  S c h o o l s  L e n d  a  H a n d  o n  E l e c t i o n 

D a y ” h e r e .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p i t c h i n g  c l a s s  c a n c e l l a t i o n  t o  y o u r  s c h o o l , 

l e t  u s  k n o w  b y  e m a i l i n g  m g r e e n e @ a c s l a w . o r g .

https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/
mailto:LCEmails%40acslaw.org?subject=
https://www.acslaw.org/podcast/notice-and-comment-procedure-a-critical-oversight-tool/
mailto:LCEmails%40acslaw.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7UaE2Rt8_1OEgl5e_QCAmt38Ewv8y6BNkv2Xr1zrWtn50ew/viewform
mailto:LCEmails%40acslaw.org?subject=
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/love-our-constitution/
https://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/democracy-on-the-ground-floor/
mailto:mgreene%40acslaw.org?subject=
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*   T h e  U . S .  S C O T U S  V a c a n c y  a n d  W h a t ’s  a t  S t a k e

*  T h e  R u s s i a - C o l l u s i o n  I n v e s t i g a t i o n :  O b s t r u c t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e ,  P a r d o n s 

a n d  I m p e a c h m e n t

*  H o w  C i t i e s  a r e  H o l d i n g  P r e s .  Tr u m p  A c c o u n t a b l e

*  P r i s o n e r s ’ H u m a n  R i g h t s  f e a t .  M i d d l e  G r o u n d  P r i s o n s  R e f o r m

*  C i v i l  R i g h t s  P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  -  P o l i c e  B r u t a l i t y

*  Tr u m p  v .  H a w a i i  &  t h e  S h a d o w  o f  K o r e m a t s u

*  U p d a t e  o n  Fa m i l y  S e p a r a t i o n  L i t i g a t i o n

*  J a n u s  v .  A F S C M E  &  t h e  “ W e a p o n i z e d ” F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t

*  H AT E :  W h y  W e  S h o u l d  R e s i s t  i t  w i t h  F r e e  S p e e c h ,  N o t  C e n s o r s h i p

*  T h e  L a n d s c a p e  o f  L G B T  R i g h t s  i n  t h e  A f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  M a s t e r p i e c e 

C a k e s h o p  C a s e

*  J u d i c i a l  C l e r k s h i p  P a n e l

*  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m

*  C o m m u n i t y  L a w y e r i n g  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t

*  L i f e  o n  t h e  O t h e r  S i d e  o f  t h e  V :  A  C a r e e r  P a n e l  o n  P l a i n t i f f - S i d e  L a w 

F i r m s

*  H o w  t o  A m i c u s :  L e s s o n s  i n  H o w  t o  B e  a  F r i e n d  o f  t h e  C o u r t

*  S u r v i v i n g  1 L  Ye a r

*  W o m e n  i n  P o l i t i c s :  C a m p a i g n i n g  a n d  S e r v i n g  i n  O f f i c e

*  P a t h w a y s  t o  t h e  B e n c h :  T h e  C h a n g i n g  S h a p e  o f  t h e  M o d e r n  J u d i c i a r y

*  H o w  t o  R u i n  T h a n k s g i v i n g

*  # F r e e t h e H a i r :  L o c k i n g  B l a c k  H a i r  t o  C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t s

*  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  I m p l i c i t  B i a s

*  S F FA  v .  H a r v a r d :  A f f i r m a t i v e  A c t i o n  P a n e l

*  R a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  P e r e z :  A  L o o k  a t  Te x a s  G e r r y m a n d e r i n g

*  S e c u r e  D e m o c r a c y  S e c u r e  V o t i n g :  L a w ,  P o l i c y ,  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y

*  V o t i n g  R i g h t s  R e s t o r a t i o n  Tr a i n i n g  w i t h  A l a b a m a  V o t i n g  R i g h t s  P r o j e c t

*  C i t i z e n s  U n i t e d :  C a m p a i g n  F i n a n c e  i n  2 0 1 8  a n d  B e y o n d

*  E l e c t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n  P o l l  M o n i t o r  Tr a i n i n g

*  # M e To o  i n  t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  T h e n  a n d  N o w

*  B u r d e n  o f  P r o o f :  A  To w n  H a l l  o n  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  &  T h e  L a w

*  A b o r t i o n  1 0 1 :  S C O T U S ,  S y m b o l i s m ,  &  R e p r o d u c t i v e  J u s t i c e

*  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  T h e  L a w

*  T h e  F i g h t  f o r  C l e a n  E n e r g y  i n  Tr u m p ’s  A m e r i c a

*  H o m e l e s s n e s s  i n  C i n c i n n a t i

*  E i g h t  V i t a l  C o u r t  D e c i s i o n s  A f f e c t i n g  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  Tr i b e s

*  R e s i d e n t i a l  R a c i a l  S e g r e g a t i o n
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READINGS
Consider hosting discussions 
on the following readings:

* Letter From a Birmingham 
Jail by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

* The Hour of the Attorneys 
General by Rachel M. Cohen

* The 1968 Kerner Report
•	 Report of the National Ad-

visory Commission on Civ-
il Disorders

•	 See “Race & Inequality in 
America: The Kerner Com-
mission at 50” conference 
for additional resources 
here

* Keeping Faith with the Con-
stitution by Pamela S. Karlan, 
Goodwin Liu & Christopher H. 
Schroeder 

* It Is a Constitution We Are Ex-
pounding: Collected Writings 
on Interpreting Our Founding 
Document

* Check out additional read-
ings on the Analysis section 
of the ACS website: https://
www.acslaw.org/analysis/

H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  F A L L

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/letter-birmingham-jail
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/letter-birmingham-jail
https://prospect.org/article/hour-attorneys-general
https://prospect.org/article/hour-attorneys-general
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/8073NCJRS.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/8073NCJRS.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/8073NCJRS.pdf
https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/kerner50
https://www.acslaw.org/book/keeping-faith-with-the-constitution/
https://www.acslaw.org/book/keeping-faith-with-the-constitution/
https://www.acslaw.org/book/it-is-a-constitution-we-are-expounding-3/
https://www.acslaw.org/book/it-is-a-constitution-we-are-expounding-3/
https://www.acslaw.org/book/it-is-a-constitution-we-are-expounding-3/
https://www.acslaw.org/book/it-is-a-constitution-we-are-expounding-3/
https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/
https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/
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W H Y  C O U R T S  M A T T E R

N e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  J u s t i c e  B r a n d e i s  f a m o u s l y  w r o t e  t h a t  “ [ i ] t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e 

h a p p y  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  c o u r a g e o u s  s t a t e  m a y ,  i f 

i t s  c i t i z e n s  c h o o s e ,  s e r v e  a s  a  l a b o r a t o r y ;  a n d  t r y  n o v e l  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 

e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h o u t  r i s k  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .” T h i s  n o t i o n  o f  s t a t e s  a s 

“ l a b o r a t o r i e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y ,” i s  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  Te n t h  A m e n d m e n t ’s  d i r e c t i v e 

t h a t  “ [ t ] h e  p o w e r s  n o t  d e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  n o r 

p r o h i b i t e d  b y  i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  a r e  r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o r  t o 

t h e  p e o p l e .” A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s e e m s  s i n g l e - m i n d e d l y 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e v a n c h i s t  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e s e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  o f f e r  a  p a t h 

t o w a r d  m o r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  a r e a s .  A C S ’s  2 0 1 9  P r o g r a m  G u i d e 

d i s c u s s e s  h o w  f e d e r a l i s m  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y , 

i n  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  v o t i n g  r i g h t s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c y ,  a n d  p o l i c e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . 

T h e  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 9  o n  o u r  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r 

R e s o u r c e s  P a g e .

P R O G R E S S I V E  F E D E R A L I S M

U n d e r  t h e  Tr u m p  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  a n d  t h e  U . S .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s  i s 

t r a n s f o r m i n g  r a p i d l y .  S i n c e  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  h a s  c o n f i r m e d  m o r e  n o m i n e e s  t o  l i f e t i m e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t h a n 

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  O b a m a ’s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  To  r e a c h  s u c h  b r e a k - n e c k  s p e e d ,  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  a n d 

S e n a t e  b r o k e  t h e  v e r y  p r o c e s s  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  c o n f i r m  w e l l - q u a l i f i e d  n o m i n e e s .  S e e  t h i s  f a c t  s h e e t  o n  h o w  t h e 

W h i t e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  d i s r e g a r d e d  u s u a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  n o r m s  f o r  c o n f i r m i n g  n o m i n e e s .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 

o n  w h y  c o u r t s  m a t t e r ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  j u d i c i a r y ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  n o m i n a t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k 

o u t  A C S ’s  J u d i c i a l  N o m i n a t i o n s  p a g e  h e r e .

A C S  e n c o u r a g e s  c h a p t e r s  t o  i n v i t e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  o r  f e d e r a l  j u d g e s  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e i r  c h a p t e r .  J u d g e s  c a n  d i s c u s s  t h e i r 

p a t h  t o  t h e  b e n c h ,  d i s c u s s  c l e r k s h i p s ,  s p e a k  o n  a  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  c h o o s i n g ,  o r  d i s c u s s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  S e e 

A C S ’s  T h e  P a t h  t o  t h e  B e n c h  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  o u t  A C S ’s  G a v e l  G a p  r e p o r t  ( w w w . g a v e l g a p . o r g )  w h e r e , 

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  d a t a  o n  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c s  o f  s t a t e  c o u r t  j u d g e s  i n  a l l  5 0  s t a t e s .  R e a c h 

o u t  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  l a w y e r  c h a p t e r ,  f a c u l t y  a d v i s o r ,  a n d  A C S  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  l o c a t i n g  s p e a k e r s .

I m m i g r a n t s  a r e  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  F r o m  d e t a i n i n g  m i g r a n t  c h i l d r e n ;  s e p a r a t i n g 

f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  b o r d e r ;  a t t a c k i n g  s a n c t u a r y  c i t i e s ,  b i r t h r i g h t  c i t i z e n s h i p , 

r e f u g e e s ,  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s ,  a n d  D R E A M e r s ;  p r o p o s i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n 

o f  “ p u b l i c  c h a r g e ” ;  s h u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  w a l l  f u n d i n g ;  a n d 

d e m o n i z i n g  i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  Tr u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  m a d e 

i m m i g r a t i o n  a  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  i t s  a g e n d a .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  c h a p t e r s  t o 

e n g a g e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  i m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  u s e  t h i s  p r o g r a m m i n g 

t o  b u i l d  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  o n  y o u r  c a m p u s .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  c o s p o n s o r 

t h i s  e v e n t  w i t h  l o c a l  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s .  F o r  m o r e 

r e s o u r c e s ,  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A C S  w e b s i t e  a n d  A C S 

V o l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  N o t i c e  a n d  C o m m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

I M M I G R A T I O N

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e 
o u r  c h a p t e r s  t o  c o v e r 

t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s 
a n d  c o s p o n s o r  t h e s e 

e v e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  d i v e r s e 
a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  l a w 

s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s 
o n  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  p l e a s e 
s e e  t h e  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r 

R e s o u r c e s  p a g e  h e r e .
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https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Judicial-Nominations-A-Broken-Process-1.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/judicial-nominations/
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/the-path-to-the-bench/
http://gavelgap.org/
http://gavelgap.org/
https://www.acslaw.org/issues/immigration/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.acslaw.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/notice-and-comment/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/student-chapter-funding-and-reimbursement/acs-student-chapters-reimbursement-policy/
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V O T I N G  R I G H T S

M u c h  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a r o u n d  v o t i n g  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  h a s 

f o c u s e d  o n  e f f o r t s  t o  s h r i n k  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  a n d  g e r r y m a n d e r  p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r i c t s , 

a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h o s e  e f f o r t s .  Ye t ,  i n n o v a t i v e  i d e a s  h a v e  b e e n 

p r o p o s e d  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b e t t e r 

r e s e m b l e  t h e i r  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  S o m e  p r o p o s e  e x p a n d i n g  v o t e r  r i g h t s  a t  t h e 

l o c a l  l e v e l  f o r  c e r t a i n  p o p u l a t i o n s  t y p i c a l l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  r i g h t ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s 

s u g g e s t  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a g e n d a  t o  p a s s  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n 

o r  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e 

w a y  w e  v o t e  f o r  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  c h a p t e r s  t o  c o n s i d e r 

p r o g r a m m i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  e l e c t i o n  l a w ,  r e v i e w  t h e  D e m o c r a c y 

a n d  V o t i n g  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A C S  w e b s i t e  a n d  A C S ’s  2 0 1 6  G u i d e :  A r e  A l l  V o t e r s 

C r e a t e d  E q u a l ? .

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 . 4  m i l l i o n  F l o r i d i a n s  w i t h  p r i o r  f e l o n y  c o n v i c t i o n s  r e g a i n e d  t h e i r 

r i g h t  t o  v o t e .  A C S  i s  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  F l o r i d a 

R i g h t s  R e s t o r a t i o n  C o a l i t i o n  a n d  o u r  A l l  V o t i n g  i s  L o c a l  p r o j e c t .  W e  e n c o u r a g e 

y o u  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  t o  y o u r  F l o r i d a  n e t w o r k s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  w h o 

i s  n o w  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  g e t s  r e g i s t e r e d .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a n d 

v o l u n t e e r  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  L C E m a i l s @ a c s l a w . o r g .

F o r  o t h e r  w a y s  t o  e n g a g e  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  v o t i n g  r i g h t s ,  p l a n  p r o g r a m m i n g , 

c o n s i d e r  p i t c h i n g  c l a s s  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o n  E l e c t i o n  D a y  t o  y o u r  l a w  s c h o o l 

( e m a i l  m g r e e n e @ a c s l a w . o r g  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d ! ) ,  w o r k  w i t h  A C S  o n  o u r  V o t e r  P r e -

r e g i s t r a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e ,  a n d  p a r t n e r  w i t h  a  5 0 1 ( c ) 3  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e s 

i n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  a  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e .

S A F E G U A R D I N G  T H E  R U L E  O F  L A W

T h e  r u l e  o f  l a w  i s  “ a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  g o v e r n a n c e  i n  w h i c h  a l l  p e r s o n s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s 

a n d  e n t i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S t a t e  i t s e l f ,  a r e  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o 

t h e  l a w s  t h a t  a r e  p u b l i c l y  p r o m u l g a t e d ,  e q u a l l y  e n f o r c e d  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y 

a d j u d i c a t e d .” A m o n g  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  U . S . 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e  a r e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r s ,  d e m o c r a t i c  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y , 

t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  a n d  n o r m s  t h a t  g u i d e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e i r  u s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r. 

A C S  e n c o u r a g e s  c h a p t e r s  t o  h o s t  e v e n t s  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w  i n  t h e 

f e d e r a l  s y s t e m .  C l i c k  h e r e  t o  v i e w  t h e  2 0 1 8  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  a n d  S p e a k e r s  L i s t 

o n  S a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w .  S e e  A C S ’s  “ S a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w ” 

f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 8  A C S  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  E d u c a t i o n  P r o j e c t  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o n  t h e 

M u e l l e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  R u s s i a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  e l e c t i o n .
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A C S  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  r e l e a s e  R o a d b l o c k  t o  R e f o r m ,  a  r e p o r t  b y  M e g a n  T.  S t e v e n s o n 

a n d  J e n n i f e r  L .  D o l e a c .  R o a d b l o c k  t o  R e f o r m  e x a m i n e s  h o w  p o l i t i c i z e d 

s y s t e m s  o f  j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  i n  K e n t u c k y  a n d  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  c r e a t e d  i n c e n t i v e s 

f o r  s t a t e  c o u r t  j u d g e s  ( p r i n c i p a l l y ,  t o  a p p e a r  “ t o u g h  o n  c r i m e ” )  t h a t  h a v e 

u n d e r m i n e d  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s .  T h e  r e p o r t  e x a m i n e s  h o w 

j u d g e s  i n  t h o s e  s t a t e s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u l a r 

b u t  s t i l l  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a l g o r i t h m - b a s e d  r e f o r m  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  h o p e d 

w o u l d  r e d u c e  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  r a t e s .  I t  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t s  h a v e  n o t 

m e a n i n g f u l l y  r e d u c e d  l e v e l s  o f  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  j u d g e s  –  r e s p o n d i n g 

t o  p o l i t i c a l  i n c e n t i v e s  –  h a v e  o f t e n  n o t  f o l l o w e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e 

s y s t e m s ,  o p t i n g  i n s t e a d  f o r  h a r s h e r  m e a s u r e s .

T h e  r e p o r t  s e r v e s  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  w a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  p l a c e d  o n  j u d g e s 

b y  p o l i t i c i z e d  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  r e t e n t i o n  s y s t e m s  a r e  a  b a r r i e r  t o  a n y  m e a n i n g f u l 

c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  r e f o r m — e f f e c t i v e ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  r e f o r m  m u s t 

i n c l u d e  j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  r e f o r m .  S e e  t h e  r e p o r t  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s 

h e r e .  S e e  a n  A C S b l o g  o n  t h e  r e p o r t  h e r e .

R O A D B L O C K  T O  R E F O R M

F I R S T  A M E N D M E N T

T h e  Tr u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  “c o r e  p r i n c i p l e s 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t .  T h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  t h e y 

s u p p o r t ,  a r e  n o t  p a r t i s a n .  T h e y  b e n e f i t  u s  a l l ,  a n d  s o  t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  t h e m 

o u g h t  t o  c o n c e r n  u s  a l l .” I n  P r o f e s s o r  T i m o t h y  Z i c k ’s  A C S b l o g  p o s t ,  “ P r e s i d e n t 

Tr u m p :  C h a l l e n g i n g  C o r e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  P r i n c i p l e s ,” Z i c k  d i s c u s s e s 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  f o r  s u s t a i n i n g  o u r  d e m o c r a c y ; 

P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p ’s  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  c r i t i c s ,  t h e  p r e s s ,  a n d  k n e e l i n g  a t h l e t e s ; 

a n d  P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p ’s  u s e  o f  n o n - d i s c l o s u r e  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  s i l e n c e  c r i t i c s  o f 

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

F o r  m o r e  r e s o u r c e s  o n  t h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t ,  r e v i e w  A C S ’s  2 0 1 7  P r o g r a m 

G u i d e :  F i g h t i n g  f o r  O u r  F i r s t  F r e e d o m s ;  t h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e 

A C S  w e b s i t e ,  “ R e l i g i o u s  F r e e d o m  v .  A n t i - D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  L a w :  C a n  R i g h t s  B e 

R e c o n c i l e d ? ” f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 8  A C S  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  “ H o w  C o n s e r v a t i v e s 

W e a p o n i z e d  t h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t ” b y  A d a m  L i p t a k  a n d  “J a n u s :  W e a p o n i z e d 

F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  S h o o t s  a t  D e m o c r a c y ” b y  C a t h e r i n e  F i s k .
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A C S ’ S  S T A T E  A T T O R N E Y S  G E N E R A L  P R O J E C T

I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  r o l e  s t a t e  a t t o r n e y s  g e n e r a l  p l a y 

i n  o u r  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  A C S  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l 

P r o j e c t  ( A G  P r o j e c t ) .  I n  a n  A C S b l o g  t i t l e d ,  “ S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l  I m p a c t 

o u r  E v e r y d a y  L i v e s ;  T h e i r  E l e c t i o n s  M a t t e r ,” Z i n e l l e  O c t o b e r  a n d  Fa i s a l  S h e i k h 

n o t e  t h a t ,  “ S t a t e  a t t o r n e y s  g e n e r a l  h a v e  a l w a y s  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  o n 

i s s u e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a s  t h e y  h o l d  a  u n i q u e  a n d  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  i n 

o u r  f e d e r a l i s t  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e y  e x e r c i s e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a u t h o r i t y 

s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o t h e r  o r g a n s  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

g o v e r n o r .  A s  s t a t e s ’ c h i e f  l e g a l  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e y  a r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  u p h o l d i n g 

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  e n f o r c i n g  s t a t e  a n d  s o m e  f e d e r a l 

l a w s  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  h o l d i n g  a c c o u n t a b l e 

g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l e v e l s  t h a t  m a y  n o t  b e 

f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  m a n d a t e s  o r  m a y  b e  o v e r s t e p p i n g  t h e i r  b o u n d s .”

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l ,  c h e c k  o u t  A C S ’s  S t a t e  A G 

P r o j e c t  w e b s i t e ,  J i m  T i e r n e y ’s  I n t r o  t o  S t a t e  A G s ,  a n d  B i l l  M a r s h a l l ’s  Ya l e  L a w 

R e v i e w  a r t i c l e ,  B r e a k  U p  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y ?  G o v e r n o r s ,  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l , 

a n d  L e s s o n s  f r o m  t h e  D i v i d e d  E x e c u t i v e .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  o u t  L a s t  W e e k  To n i g h t  w i t h 

J o h n  O l i v e r ’s  s e g m e n t  o n  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l .  I f  y o u r  c h a p t e r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d 

i n  p l a n n i n g  a n  e v e n t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  A G  o f f i c e  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  o u r  g u i d a n c e , 

e - m a i l  u s  a t  c a m p u s @ a c s l a w . o r g .
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P O S T I N G  E V E N T S  A N D  R E Q U E S T I N G  F U N D I N G

R e m e m b e r  t o  p o s t  A L L  t h e  e v e n t s  y o u r  c h a p t e r  h o s t s  o r  c o - s p o n s o r s  o n t o 

t h e  A C S  N a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e .  P o s t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  M a k e 

s u r e  t o  a l s o  e m a i l  u s  y o u r  e v e n t  p i c t u r e s  a n d  s i g n - i n  s h e e t s  a t  c a m p u s @

a c s l a w . o r g .

I n  o r d e r  t o  a c c e s s  A C S  f u n d i n g  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  a p p r o v e d 

S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r  e x p e n s e s ,  y o u  m u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  h e r e .

E L E C T I O N S ,  C H A P T E R  U P D A T E S ,  A N D  B O A R D  P O S I T I O N S

U p d a t e  y o u r  b o a r d ?  P l a n n i n g  E l e c t i o n s ?  P l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  t o  g e t  y o u r 

u p d a t e d  A C S  B o a r d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  u s  b y  e m a i l i n g  c a m p u s @ a c s l a w . o r g . 

P l e a s e  d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  i n c l u d e  e a c h  b o a r d  m e m b e r ’s  n a m e ,  e m a i l  a d d r e s s , 

g r a d u a t i o n  y e a r ,  a n d  b o a r d  p o s i t i o n .

A t  A C S ,  w e  g i v e  c h a p t e r s  a  l o t  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  d e s i g n i n g  i t s  b o a r d .  W e 

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e 

d e s i r e s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d 

t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o n  y o u r  b o a r d :  a  1 L  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 

a  H i s t o r i a n ,  a  L a w y e r  C h a p t e r  L i a i s o n ,  a  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  C h a i r , 

a n d  a  D i v e r s i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  C h a i r .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s 

a v a i l a b l e  o n  p a g e s  5 - 6  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r  H a n d b o o k .

M e m b e r s h i p  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  $ 1 0 .  S t u d e n t s  c a n  s i g n  u p  f o r 

$ 1 0  h e r e .  A l l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  b e  n a t i o n a l  m e m b e r s .  N a t i o n a l  m e m b e r s 

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  j o b  b a n k ,  m e m b e r s - o n l y  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l s ,  a n d  A C S 

C o n v e n t i o n  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  F o r  t h e  j o b  b a n k ,  i f  y o u  s e e  a n y  j o b s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t 

y o u ,  l e t  u s  k n o w .  W e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  p r o v i d e  n e t w o r k i n g  h e l p .

A C S  i s  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n ,  n o n - p r o f i t  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

F o r  s p e c i f i c  g u i d a n c e  o n  w h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  f o r  y o u r  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  p l e a s e 

r e a d  p a g e s  6 - 7  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r  H a n d b o o k ,  a n d  f e e l  f r e e  t o  e m a i l 

u s  a n y t i m e  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  s p e a k e r  r e l e a s e 

f o r m .

B E C O M E  A N  A C S  M E M B E R

5 0 1 ( C ) 3  G U I D E L I N E S
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https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ACS-Student-Chapter-Handbook.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/joinacs/
https://www.acslaw.org/membership/careers/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ACS-Student-Chapter-Handbook.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/old-uploads/originals/documents/Speaker_Guidance_and_Release_2014-2015_new.docx
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/old-uploads/originals/documents/Speaker_Guidance_and_Release_2014-2015_new.docx
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Volume #, Issue #C H A P T E R  B U S I N E S S

D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N

C o s p o n s o r  e v e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  o n  y o u r  c a m p u s .  T h e s e  s h a r e d 

e v e n t s  b r o a d e n  y o u r  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  i n c r e a s e  y o u r  s t u d e n t  a u d i e n c e ,  a n d  a l l o w 

f o r  m o r e  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  R e a c h  o u t  t o  y o u r  Fa c u l t y  A d v i s o r ( s )  f o r 

i d e a s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .  R e m e m b e r  t o  m e e t  w i t h  y o u r  Fa c u l t y  A d v i s o r ( s )  a t  t h e 

b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s e m e s t e r  a n d  a f t e r  b o a r d  e l e c t i o n s .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  a l s o 

c o s p o n s o r  e v e n t s  w i t h  y o u r  l o c a l  A C S  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r ( s )  a n d  l o c a l  A C S  L a w y e r 

C h a p t e r !

A t  A C S ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l a w  s h o u l d  b e  a  f o r c e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f 

a l l  p e o p l e .  O u r  m e m b e r s — o u r  l a w y e r s ,  l a w  s t u d e n t s ,  j u d g e s ,  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a n d 

p o l i c y m a k e r s — a i m  t o  b u i l d  i n c l u s i o n  a n d  e q u i t y .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t 

w e  m e e t  t h i s  g o a l  i s  t o  b e  e x p l i c i t  a n d  d i r e c t ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  e x e c u t i n g  t h i s  g o a l .  A s  w e  k n o w ,  d e s p i t e  o u r  b e s t  i n t e n t i o n s , 

o u r  b e h a v i o r  a n d  c h o i c e s  a r e  o f t e n  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  b i a s e s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  o u t s i d e 

o f  o u r  c o n s c i o u s  a w a r e n e s s .  W h e n  w e  t h i n k  o f  j u d g e s  a n d  s p e a k e r s ,  m a n y 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t h i n k  o f  w h i t e  m a l e  s p e a k e r s ,  w h o  o f t e n  g e t  m o r e  p r e s s  c o v e r a g e 

t h a n  w o m e n  o r  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r .  W e  n e e d  t o  i n t e r r u p t  t h e s e  b i a s e s ,  b e  s t r a t e g i c , 

a n d  b e  m i n d f u l .

A  D i v e r s i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  C h a i r  i s  v i t a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  d i v e r s e , 

t h a t  s p e a k e r s  a r e  d i v e r s e ,  a n d  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  r e p r e s e n t e d 

a t  A C S .  W e  a l l  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  u n i q u e  l e n s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e . 

A  d i v e r s e  m e m b e r s h i p  p r o v i d e s  o u r  c h a p t e r s ,  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  v i t a l  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w s  t o  b r o a d e n  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  s t r a t e g i e s 

f o r  e m e r g i n g  i s s u e s .  I t  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  m o r e  t o o l s  i n  o u r  t o o l b o x !

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  b u i l d i n g  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n 

a t  y o u r  c h a p t e r ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w !  W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  h e l p  y o u !  T h e  A C S  C h a p t e r s 

t e a m  h o s t e d  a  Fa l l  2 0 1 8  D i v e r s i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  R o u n d t a b l e  i n  N o v e m b e r.  A 

S p r i n g  2 0 1 9  D i v e r s i t y  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  R o u n d t a b l e  i s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  f o r 

M a r c h  2 0 1 9 .

P l e a s e  e m a i l  c a m p u s @ a c s l a w . o r g  f o r  t i p s  o n  i n c r e a s i n g  y o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a 

p r e s e n c e ,  g r o w i n g  y o u r  c h a p t e r ,  a n d  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  b e s t  a d v e r t i s e  y o u r  e v e n t s 

o n l i n e .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  u s  o u t  o n  I n s t a g r a m ,  T w i t t e r ,  Fa c e b o o k ,  a n d  L i n k e d I n .

S O C I A L  M E D I A

C O S P O N S O R  E V E N T S
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SPRING “YEAR”
Volume #, Issue #C H A P T E R  B U S I N E S S

A C S  R E S O U R C E S

O n  o u r  S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r  R e s o u r c e s  P a g e ,  A C S  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a  l i s t  o f  V i s i t i n g 

P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  C o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  C o n v e n t i o n s .  S o m e  e x c i t i n g  s c h o l a r s , 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  j u d g e s  w i l l  b e  i n  y o u r  c i t y  s o o n !  W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  c h e c k 

b o t h  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  i n v i t e  s p e a k e r s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  y o u r  c h a p t e r !

W e  c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  s p e a k e r  a n d  e v e n t  s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  t a l k  t h r o u g h 

e v e n t  i d e a s  w i t h  y o u r  c h a p t e r .  C o n t a c t  y o u r  c h a p t e r ’s  n a t i o n a l  l i a i s o n  o r  o u r 

g e n e r a l  i n b o x  a t  c a m p u s @ a c s l a w . o r g .  Yo u  s h o u l d  a l s o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  S t u d e n t 

C h a p t e r s  w e b p a g e  a n d  R e s o u r c e  P a g e  f o r  d o w n l o a d a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  o t h e r 

h e l p f u l  r e s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  u p d a t e d  S t u d e n t  H a n d b o o k ,  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  A C S 

M o d e l  C a l e n d a r ,  a n d  2 0 1 8  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  a n d  P a s t  P r o g r a m  G u i d e s .  W e  a l s o 

h a v e  t i p s  o n  h o w  t o  r e c r u i t  a n d  b u i l d  a  c h a p t e r ,  s a m p l e  i n v i t a t i o n  l e t t e r s ,  a n 

e v e n t  c h e c k l i s t ,  a  f l y e r  t e m p l a t e ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e !

SPRING 2019 
VOLUME 12, ISSUE 2

A C S  L e a d e r s :  W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  A C S ’s  h e l p  w i t h  y o u r  s u m m e r / p o s t - g r a d 

e m p l o y m e n t  s e a r c h ?  I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  c a m p u s @ a c s l a w . o r g  w i t h  y o u r  r e s u m e 

a n d  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  c o n n e c t 

y o u  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s h a r e d  w i t h  o u r  n e t w o r k .

L e t  u s  k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  b e  n e x t  s u m m e r / p o s t - g r a d  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  c o n n e c t 

y o u  w i t h  A C S e r s  i n  y o u r  s u m m e r / p o s t - g r a d  c i t y .  C o m p l e t e  y o u r  d e s i g n a t e d 

S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r  H i s t o r i a n  D o c u m e n t  ( s e e  y o u r  c h a p t e r  h i s t o r i a n  f o r  m o r e 

i n f o r m a t i o n )  o r  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f o r m  h e r e .

A C S  N a t i o n a l  M e m b e r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  c h e c k  o u t  A C S ’s  J o b  B a n k  h e r e .

J O B S  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Visiting-Professors-2018-2019.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Visiting-Professors-2018-2019.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-Conferences-and-Conventions.pdf
mailto:campus%40acslaw.org?subject=
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/
https://www.acslaw.org/acs-chapters/student-chapters/student-resources/
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ACS-Student-Chapter-Handbook.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/2018-19-ACS-Model-Calendar_Links-Updated-7.30.18.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/2018-19-ACS-Model-Calendar_Links-Updated-7.30.18.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2018-Program-Guide-Safeguarding-the-Rule-of-Law.pdf
https://www.acslaw.org/analysis/acs-program-guides/
mailto:campus%40acslaw.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTodNU_MyOzNbxgrCaCDsPUT_9tTHpOnr3esavNu-mh46DCg/viewform
https://getinvolved.acslaw.org/index.php?option=com_user&view=login&return=aHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnZvbHZlZC5hY3NsYXcub3JnL2pvYi1ib2FyZA==
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P l e a s e  d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  s t a y  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  A C S .  W e  n e e d  y o u  n o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r !

• 	 C o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  y o u r  l o c a l  A C S  L a w y e r  C h a p t e r .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  c a m p u s @

a c s l a w . o r g  i f  y o u  n e e d  h e l p  m e e t i n g  A C S e r s  i n  y o u r  r e g i o n .

• 	 I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  a c t i v e  l a w y e r  c h a p t e r  i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  l e t  u s  k n o w .  W e ’d  l o v e  t o  w o r k 

w i t h  y o u  t o  h e l p  y o u  g r o w  a  n e w  A C S  L a w y e r  C h a p t e r !

• 	 A C S  i s  l a u n c h i n g  a n  A t - L a r g e  L a w y e r  C h a p t e r  i n  2 0 1 9 !  I f  y o u  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  a 

r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  o r  o u t s i d e  o f  a  m a j o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  w e ’d  l o v e  t o  h a v e 

y o u  o n  o u r  A t - L a r g e  L a w y e r  C h a p t e r  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e .  J o i n  u s  t o  h e l p  m a k e 

a n  i m p a c t  i n  y o u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  b e y o n d !  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e 

e m a i l  L C E m a i l s @ a c s l a w . o r g .

• 	 A C S  o f f e r s  a  D i s c o u n t e d  Yo u n g  L a w y e r  M e m b e r s h i p  r a t e  o f  $ 1 0  t o  2 0 1 9  g r a d u a t e s 

( C l i c k  l a w  s t u d e n t  o n  o u r  j o i n  p a g e ,  a n d  b e  s u r e  t o  p u t  2 0 1 9 ) .  Yo u r  m e m b e r s h i p 

w i l l  b e  g o o d  t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0 !

• 	 J o i n  u s  a t  t h e  2 0 1 9  A C S  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  J u n e  6 - 8 , 

2 0 1 9 .
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Z i n e l l e  O c t o b e r
V P  o f  N e t w o r k  A d v a n c e m e n t

z o c t o b e r @ a c s l a w . o r g

P e g g y  L i
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s

p l i @ a c s l a w . o r g

M o l l y  G r e e n e
A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s

m g r e e n e @ a c s l a w . o r g 

M i c h e l l e  H e r d
A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s

m h e r d @ a c s l a w . o r g

Fa i s a l  H .  S h e i k h 
D i r e c t o r  o f  N e t w o r k  A d v a n c e m e n t

f s h e i k h @ a c s l a w . o r g

A l e x  V a n R o o y e n
S t u d e n t  C h a p t e r s  F e l l o w
a v a n r o o y e n @ a c s l a w . o r g

A n u r a j  K . C .  S h a h
N e t w o r k  A d v a n c e m e n t  F e l l o w

a s h a h @ a c s l a w . o r g

M e g h a n  P a u l a s
D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s
m p a u l a s @ a c s l a w . o r g

B r i a n  W i l l i a m  K a u f m a n
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s 

b k a u f m a n @ a c s l a w . o r g

L u k e  P.  I h n e n 
A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  C h a p t e r s

l i h n e n @ a c s l a w . o r g

A s h l e y  E r i c k s o n 
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  o f  N e t w o r k 

A d v a n c e m e n t
a e r i c k s o n @ a c s l a w . o r g

E m m a  K a i n z 
N e t w o r k  A d v a n c e m e n t  A s s o c i a t e

e k a i n z @ a c s l a w . o r g

K a l  G o l d e
L a w y e r  C h a p t e r s  F e l l o w

k g o l d e @ a c s l a w . o r g
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